
Annual Parish Meeting 
Wednesday 20th May 2026 

Report for the year ending April 2026 
Welcome everyone to our Annual Parish Meeting.  It has been an active but not overly 

dramatic year.  We said goodbye to our Suffolk County Council representative, Cllr. 

Judy Cloke when she stood down at the recent elections.  I personally and on behalf 

of this Council would like to thank her for her years of hard work and service in 

supporting this community and the others she represented.  We welcome Cllr. Peter 

Aiano as our new representative on SCC and look forward to meeting him and 

working with him in the future.   

Cllr Richard Ellis was elected as Chair of this Council and we thank him for all his 

work over the past year and we are happy he has agreed to stand for Chair again, 

despite being unable to attend this meeting due to work commitments.  I am also 

content to remain as Vice Chair but equally willing to step aside if anyone else wants 

to step up. 

We said goodbye to Cllr. Tracey Blunn in October as she had to step down owing to 

family illness and we thank her for her contributions over the years; she was a bold 

and vocal member of this Council and particularly helped us to understand the needs 

and obstacles facing our residents who have physical disabilities. 

Sadly, we also said a goodbye of a more permanent nature to Cllr. Robbie London, 

who passed away in February following a long illness with cancer.  Robbie was a 

bright and enthusiastic member of this council and I will miss her on both a personal 

level and as a positive and long standing resident of the village. 

On the bright side, we welcomed Cllr. Karen Robson last month.  From her 

introduction, Karen has an impressive background that we hope to benefit from with 

her particular skills and experience.   

Other significant events this year have been the continuing debate on Devolution and 

restructuring of Local Government. 

Also, following commencement of his duties maintaining the Cemetery at Sotterley 

Chapel, Mr. Waters has assumed maintenance of the Playing Field and the Vertas 

contract was cancelled.  



No new bulbs were planted this year but previous years plantings continue to reward 

us in the spring and anyone with ideas or suggestions on how we can further enhance 

our village are encouraged to bring their suggestions to Council. 

We brought our correspondence onto a more official level with each councillor and 

the Clerk adopting a dedicated .gov domain address.   

The Parish of Sotterley were hosts to Folk East festival, which seemed to go well and 

we are happy to support and we thank the organisers for their support of our Village 

Fair.  Last year’s Village Fair was generally considered a success, raising £234 for the 

community and we plan to repeat the event on the 16th August this year.  We pray the 

weather is as kind to us again as it was last year. 

Finances are in a healthy condition and remain under monthly scrutiny and 

reconciliation. 

On the planning front, two large scale applications that we opposed were considered 

again last year – there was an appeal against the decision to refuse the application for 

an Anaerobic digester in Ellough; thankfully, this was dismissed. Also, ESC 

reconsidered the application for Intensive Poultry Units in Shadingfield and voted to 

refuse the application.   

We are seeing an increase in unauthorised development and will continue to bring 

this to the attention of the enforcement team at ESC as and when notified by our 

residents. 

Thank you to all my fellow Councillors for keeping us up and running this year, 

fulfilling our obligations and despite our depleted numbers, never having (to date) to 

cancel a meeting owing to us failing to be quorate.  Especially, thanks to Cllr. Drane 

for his management of online banking matters and his knowledge of the digital world 

to keep us up to date;  to Cllr. Chipperfield for our monthly contributios to the Sheaf 

and organising the litter picks and taking on deliveries in Ellough, Cllr Thornton for 

managing the newsletter and carrying out the bulk of deliveries of them, Cllr. Ward 

for his knowledge of local government matters and liaison with local schools.    

Lastly, a huge thank you to Vicki Ellis, our Clerk, for keeping us informed and in 

order.  I know it’s been a steep learning curve at times, but your calmness and 

determination have prevailed and we really couldn’t do any of this without you.  I 

hope you’ll be with us for a long time to come.  Let’s crack on for another year. 

 



 


